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XiaoZhang News 1

. . Chinese New Year 2
Happy (U.S.) New Year! All of us here at Yinghua are wishing you a wonderful (and

warm) 2010. More importantly, we are excited to share with you our adventures for the
Year of The Tiger, Chinese New Year. The Year of the Tiger symbolizes leadership, power

Carl s Col umn|3

and passion. | feel that all of those attributes can be related to our continuing success Safety Program Update 4
at both the national and international level in Chinese immersion education. As we
grow to eighth grade and really settle into our new building, | am renewed with the Chinese Dance Show 4

passion to make it all happen.

Curriculum Corner 5
The most exciting experience that gives me the renewed energy to claim the above is

our (Luyi Lien and my) recent trip to China. It was far and away the most productive Note from Mrs. Van 6
and wildly successful business trip | have ever made to China. Luyi and | joined two rep-
resentatives from the University of Minnesota Confucius Institute, and Dr. Jane Plihal,

Associate Professor from the University of Mi Uﬂb&rﬁnﬁﬁv@n@ss Dep|gr t menit
Plihal is helping us conduct action research through the FLAP grant. Joan Brzezinski and

How to Get Involved 7

Wang Yu from the Confucius Institute facilitated the sister -school portion of our trip, and also provided us with a marvelous op portu-
nity to participate (as international experts no less) in an elementary education professional development session at Capitol Nor-
mal University. It was an incredible experience to observe a third grade math teacher, provide feedback and engage in best -
practices discussions with approximately 75 Chinese elementary teachers and the Director of Elementary Education Research,

Gao Shuzhu.

During the six days on ground in China, we were able to find two sister -schools (one elementary and one middle school) in Hohot,

Il nner Mongolia. Before this trip | had never traveled to tohMime-par:t
sota in China. Yes, it was very cold (-2 below with whipping winds across the plains) but the people were incredibly warm, welco m-

ing and friendly, very different in some ways from my experiences in the larger cities of China. At the Hohot No. 8 Middle S cho ol,

our new sister -school, | was impressed by the openness of the administration to our ideas, and the commitment to a long term par t-
nership. More importantly | was impressed by the subtle expressions of compassion and warmth the administration had towards

their students. It was very obvious to me that these O0hi gher tiomfors 6

students, similar to our staff and faculty here. And then as an added bonus, we were introduced to an elementary school as we Il
for a more informal sister -school relationship. To kick off the communication between our students and their new peers, our stu-
dents will be creating New Year messages to send to our new friends in Hohot, Inner Mongolia.

With the help of our friends from the Confucius Institute, as well as our own te-

nacious initiative, we were also able to purchase many more Chinese books,
' ' DVDs, and instructional materials, as well as an abundance of props for Chi-
o'. nese New Year . One of the more memorabl e

all eyé6 Chinese Montessori toy factory. We
tives to our programming as well. Finally, we were also able to find some very
promising computer -based curriculum which mirrors Core Knowledge for the

o elementary Chinese language arts, middle school Chinese literature and music
)) programs at our school!
-
-

@ There is so much more to tell, but my space is limited to relay all the richness of
this trip. Just know that so many more doors have now been opened to

a ' Yinghua kids, which makes my heart sing!

Yours, Betsy xiaozhang
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Yinghua Academy Annual Chinese New Year Event

Rebecca Kreitzer, Office Manager
rebecca@yinghuaacademy.org

The Chinese New Year, which happens this year on February 14th, is the bigges
holiday in Chinese speaking countries and at Yinghua Academy.

History of Chinese New Year:

According to tales and legends, the beginning of Chinese New Year started with the fight against a

mythical beast called the Nien. Nien would come on the first day of New Year to devour livestock,

crops, and even villagers, especially children! To protect themselves, the villagers would put food in

front of their doors at the beginning of every year. It was believed that after the Nien ate the food

they prepared, it wouldndt attack any more people. O
away by a little child wearing red. The villagers then understood that the Nien was afraid of the color

red. Hence, every time when the New Year was about to come, the villagers would hang red lanterns

and red spring scrolls on windows and doors. People also used firecrackers to frighten away the Nien.

From then on, Nien never came to the village again.

To learn more about Chinese New Year history and traditions, read the YACA newsletter
(coming out next week!), ask your child(ren) or visit
http://www.history.com/content/chinesenewyear.

How we celebrate Chinese New Year at Yinghua Academy:

In addition to learning about the traditions and history of Chinese New Year in class, the whole school
comes together to clean the classrooms, decorate the school, eat a Chinese New Year feast, and
comes together for a grand performance on February 12th. During the performance, each class will
dance, recite poetry, skits and create music.

We welcome your family to join us during this performance!

We will have performances on February 12th: 9:15 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Due to space limitations, each
family will receive four tickets. Because some families may not use all four of their tickets, we may
have some additional tickets.  All families received a ticket preference form today that should be re-
turned by January 22nd.  On this form, families will list their preference for the morning or afternoon
performance. If you have any questions about getting tickets for the Chinese New Year performance,
contact Elizabeth at elizabeth@yinghuaacademy.org or 612 -788-9095.

The Chinese New Year performance will be professionally filmed and edited, and order forms will be
available at the Chinese New Year event.
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Carl o0s Col umn

Carl Schlueter, Director of Students, Families and Community Relationships
carl@yinghuaacademy.org

Hello Families,

I hope you all enjoyed a fun and restful winter break, and the return to school has been happy and
safe i it certainly has been a cold and slippery stretch of weather.

In the December newsletter, | outlined my primary responsibilities and offered a general framework
and philosophy for the behavioral education portion of my position. In this and subsequent newslet-
ters, | will be outlining in more detail my efforts in each of these different areas; | expect this increased
specificity to follow quickly and naturally from more time and experience in my new role.

One of the qualities that immediately impressed me about Yinghua Academy was the emphasis it
places upon fostering relationships. Essentially, education is a relational process and a school is a rela-
tional place f in and through which we encounter new and different ideas, skills and individuals in a
safe, challenging and supportive learning environment. Yinghua Academy is special for centering the
integral value of relationship, and with a relational understanding in mind, | will be cooperating with
many others to develop clearer and more coordinated systems and communications involving stu-
dents, families and communities.

First, with respect to matters of health and safety, | will be facilitating emergency preparedness and
response procedures that include mandated drills and planned evacuations; concerning the related
issues of nutrition and care, | will be assisting both Sandy and nurse Mary Jo in their respective capaci-
ties. Regarding some of the school programming and
speci al events which are ur
ing forward to coordinating with Marsha to ensure
continuous improvement in our enrichment offerings.

Il 6m al so excited to coll abc
to sustain the excellent quality of our Artistic Partner-

ships. Finally, | have been working closely with De Ha-
numan to review, assess and implement a clearer,

more consistent and systematic behavioral educa-

tion process that incorporates developmental and
differentiated approaches to student discipline and
character growth.

Thank you again, families, for your strong and impor-
tant partnership,

Carl Schlueter

ok -
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i School Pedestrian Safety Program Update I

!The City of Minneapolis Public Works, Traffic & Parking Services, recently evaluated the operations and '
| safety at Yinghua Academy as part of its School Pedestrian Safety Program. The evaluation concluded

‘'t hat oOthere do not appear to be any safety i ssues
!The evaluation made speci al mention of 0st-updhedntls
jdropof f patrol, and also concluded that -t‘)pfdliomgﬁh)mraiAc
-erations, which are very organized and effici en.t

|
iOther results of note during the review are:
. Public Works should install stop signs on 17" Ave NE at Pierce St NE and Bu-
I chanan St NE and on Lincoln St NE at 18" Ave NE.

Public Works should remove school crossing and advance warning signs at inter-
' sections no longer in use to maximize visibility of those currently in use.
| Parents and guardians should not block the 17™ Ave NE/Buchanan St NE inter-

section and avoid mid-block pick-up and drop -off at undesignated areas.

I I
" Thank you, families, for your cooperation in keeping our students safe; please contact Carl at ext. #122 or*
. carl@yinghuaacademy.org with questions or concerns. '

Are you looking for a fun Chineseculture experience for your weekend'

Elizabeth Fei, Administrative Assistant
elizabeth@yinghuaacademy.org

If so, you should consider attending:  The Sound of Drums from the Land of China fi Presented by CAAM Chinese Dance
Theater!

The program is inspired by the wide range of dance and Thasi c
dances explore different uses of drums such as in ritual, storytelling, play, and celebration and how these differ across

Chinads numerous ethnic groupsieiNdtyoatyi vetyhibstai §ua, gkedt
exposure to Chinese cultural traditions!

Several members of our own Yinghua Academy family are also performing in the production: Grace O. 0 1stGrade ,
LiJun i 3rd Grade , Zoe L. d 4th Grade , Amira 0 5! Grade , and yours truly, Elizabeth Fei & Administrative Assistant !

CAAM thnuscl)dncu Theater RBresents) 3 \; O T h e S oun d (0] f Dr ums f rom t h e L an
O6Shaughnessy Auditorium, College of

Saturday January 23, 2010 7:00pm
Sunday January 24, 2010, 2:00pm

, Adults: $15, Children 5 -12: $13, Children 4 and Under: Free!
oS
fr’o’i.n thel'and[of/China}

Family Four Pack (2 adults & 2 children): $50 (save $6!)

If you are interested | have tickets to sell! Come talk to me in the office or send me an email fi Eliza-
beth@yinghuacademy.org __ (nocalls,please it hat 8ds f or Yi nghua busi ne s246-388id org517740t
-0806 for tickets and more information.
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Curriculum Corner

Dr. Luyi Lien, Academic Director
luyi@yinghuaacademy.org

Dear parents and Guardians:
Happy New Year! | hope you all have a nice Winter Break.

Based on our evaluation and feedback from teachers and parents, we have made some changes to the
whole school schedule. | would like to share with you some of the highlights:

1). Art, Gym and Music Classes are now on an A Day/B Day/C Day rotation. Because most No School
Days fall on Fridays, skipping No School Days and designating ABC Days to actual school days allow stu-
dents to have approximately the same amount of contact hours for each class.

2). Each class will have 50 minutes of library/computer lab time every other week to make use of the
books and space that our wonderful parent volunteers have helped us organized.

3). All classes in 1stthrough 6 th grade now have a full 30 minutes of lunch time and a full 30 minutes recess

time. Students can now enjoy a more leisurely and relaxing lunch followed by free play and exercise. The
kindergartenersd recess schedule has been moved to a
lunch, so the children can have a chance to run around and play in the afternoon.

We are hoping the changes will provide a more balanced schedule and learning environment for the stu-
dents. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.

Luyi Lien, Ph.D.
Academic Director
luyi@yinghuaacademy.org

Clarification on Art Supplies

Thank you for sending in the supplies for the art class. The art teacher
has received enough cups, bowls, plates, aluminum foil, cotton balls,
toothpicks, chopsticks, and fabric.

We would like to apologize for not making it clear in our December
newsletter that the materials were requested donations, rather than
required purchases. If you would like to contribute to the art program,
your generosity would be greatly appreciated.

We regret any inconvenience this confusion has caused you. We will
make our communication more clear to avoid any misunderstanding in
the future.
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A Note from Mrs. Van .
January 2010
Dear Yinghua families,

Happy New Year! Yinghua Academy is busy with preparations for the Chinese
New Year Celebration next month. Although students are busy getting ready in their
classrooms, there are some things that parents can do at home to get involved.
Each year, |1 06ve tried to highlight some gr
nese New Year traditions. | hope you enjoy learning about Chinese culture and
celebrations through a few of my

Moonbeams, Dumplings, and Dragon Boats by Nina Simonds,
Leslie Swartz, and The Children's Museum, Boston

This is a great resource that gives an overview of Chinese cus-
toms and celebrations with recipes and background informa-

tion. It is a good starting point for learning more.

Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn
This is a story about a Chinese -American boy who must decide
how he will spend the lucky money he gets for New Year.

Bringing in the New Year by Grace Lin
One of my favorite picture book authors has another story
about a Chinese -American family who celebrates Chinese

New Year.
Happy reading! Please feel free to contact me at lenessa@yinghuaacademy.org
for any reason.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Van

English Curriculum Coordinator


http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/chinese-new-year/kids-books/moonbeams-dumplings-and-dragon-boats.html
mailto:jenessa@yinghuaacademy.org
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New Recess Schedule:

The whole school is on a new recess schedule. The
new schedule allows for more recess time, and also
allows for more transition time for the kids to get
from |unch to recess (so
ened when the weather is cold and requires more
gear). The new recess schedule is:

12:10-12:40i 2nd and 3rd grade
12:50-1:20i 1st grade

1:20-1:50f 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
1:50-2:20f kindergarten

If you are a recess volunteer (or would like to be-
come one!), contact Alison Parks, volunteer coordi-
nator, at volunteer@yinghuaacademy.org

Thank you Peter Chaput,
Dad of Clara in K-1, for
making time during Winter

Break, to resolve some major

plumbing problems at

Yinghua! He gave the school

many hours, and much
needed expertise (and pa-
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§Wou|d you like to
:volunteer?Have only a
Hfew hours?ar; Needaa s
:short term opportu-
:nity? Please contact
Alison Parks at volun-
teer@yinghuaacademy.

org
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I We are still seeking volunteers

: with experience in boiler mainte-

| nance. So if you have any hot tips,
: let us know!
|
|
|

Email Dave Waldoch at
dave@yinghuaacademy.org.

Calling all clothiers, costume designers and
crafty people!

Our Chinese New Year preparations are well under way

but we could really

use some assistance with sewing costumes, creating props, etc. Thisis a fun

task that can be done at home and will be used for years to come.

If you can lend a hand, please contact Alison at volun-

teer@yinghuaacademy.org



