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November - A Time to Reconnect, Renew and Grow
Betsy Lueth, Executive Director
betsy@yinghuaacademy.org

Wow, November is already here and the first trimester is over. Thankfully the
weather has given us a delayed beautiful fall! It is also a time of relationship
building and renewing. When | remember being a teacher, | was always
overwhelmed with preparing for conferences. But when Conference Day arrived
and | was able to meet individually with each family, just focusing on one student
at a time, it gave me the chance to reconnect and reflect on each of my
students individually. As educators, we respond daily to the needs of each
individual student. However, we rarely have the time to reflect on those individual
needs. It is conferences that help us reflect and reconnect.

Conference time is also a chance for me, as an administrator, fo see all of the
busy parents that | usually see only in passing with a quick wave. | love fo wander
the halls and chat with people informally, fo hear what is going on with each
family and to share the joy of student successes, and problem-solve solutions for
the challenges. Although my door is sometimes physically closed, | am always
available and interested to hear from you. Feel free to email or call me if | am not
in the office. Please call on me if | can help.
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The story about Yinghua
Academy in Time Magazine
is scheduled to be printed in

the November 23 issue.

A Note from Mrs. Van. ..

Dear Yinghua families,

It was great to see so many families come out to Yinghua for the Storybook Sharing Day. The Storybook Character
Parade was such a fun way to celebrate books and creativity! It would not have been a success without your support.

Thank you!

This week is National Young Readers Week. Some ways that you can help foster a love for reading at home are:

Help your child select a special reading place to read in each day

Help your child create a list of books he or she has read

Check out local bookstores to see when they have special events, such as author visits
Choose a longer book to read together and try to read it every day — even if you just read a page

Go online to find activities to go with a book your child has read at the author’s or publisher’s website

It is a privilege to partner with you in your child’s education. Please feel free to contact me at

jenessa@yinghuaacademy.org for any reason.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Van

Jenessa Van Schooneveld
Enalish Curriculum Coordinator
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Spotlight on our
New Director!

Carl Schlueter will be joining Yinghua Academy's administrative
team on Monday as our new Director of Students, Families and
Community Relationships. After an exhaustive search, we are
confident we have found the perfect addition to our
administration.

Carl has been working in education for ten years, in various
capacities. Most recently, Carl was the Dean of Students at St.
John's Preparatory School in Collegeville, MN. Prior to becoming
the Dean of Students, Carl worked in curriculum research and
development, Prior fo becoming the Dean of Students, Carl

worked in curriculum research and development, as a teacher and as an ESL instructor in
Minnesota and Tsu City, Japan.

At Yinghua Academy, Carl will act as the inifial administrative contact for parents, volunteers
and community groups. He will be primarily involved with family and parent communication,
student discipline, recruitment, community relations and will continue to develop
programming such as Gifted and Talented.

Please help us welcome Carl to our school! He can be reached at
carl@yinghuaacademy.org or by calling the school office at 612-788-2095.

Give to the Max Day Results -

Abigail Pribbenow, Co-Chair Fundraising Committee N

pricbena@augsburg.edu glve _org
Click. Contribute. Change Your World.

Thank you SO MUCH to all of our supporters! On November 17th, we raised over $23,000 for the school from more
than 100 donors, including 64 first-time givers.

Statewide, more than 38,778 donors gifted over $14 million for 3,434 different Minnesota nonprofits. We were very
excited to be part of such a historic event, during which so many important organizations received financial
support.

If you have any questions about Yinghua's fundraising efforts or the capital campaign, please contact me.
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Curriculum Corner - A Glance at our Morning Meeting
Dr. Luyi Lien, Academic Director
luyi@yinghuaacademy.org

As you all know that at Yinghua, our day stars with the Morning Meeting routine - we have the whole school Morning
Meefting Mondays and Fridays and K to 3 students parficipate in the Morning Meeting every day. Morning Meeting is
the time we build school community, reiterate our school principles, encourage learning and motivate our students to
work towards good global citizenship.

The Morning Meeting starts at 8:30 with the students lined up with their classmates. First we have the gym teacher lead
some physical activities, either a calisthenics exercise or a group dance. The movements wake up the students and set
a refreshing atmosphere for the day. Next, Chinese teachers take turns leading three or four Chinese songs to remind
students a fun day will begin. Then we all sing our Yinghua song and we remind students of the four principles of our
school "Safe,” "Speak Chinese,” "Learn " and "Happiness”. We constantly repeat these four principles both in Chinese
and in English, discuss with all students the importance to follow these four principles, and give them concrete
examples on how to implement these four principles in their daily life.

We also use the Morning Meeting time to deliver information which students need to know. For example, we have
discussed the “Bully” curriculum; we have discussed “friendship” and practiced respectful conduct for school. Usually,
Morning Meeting is a time during which we start our conversation with the students and each class will confinue with
the conversation in their classroom meeting.

Starting in November we added one more component, Views from the World, to our Morning Meeting on Mondays. [t
is Yinghua's mission and one of the curriculum goals to foster students with global perspectives. To fulfill this mission and
goal, in the social studies curriculum for the sixth graders, we have built in activities to expand students’ world view by
connecting their lives with the world. We ordered Current Events, the classroom version of the Weekly Reader
magazine for students to use and be informed about global events. In conjunction with classroom activities every
Monday, under the classroom teacher’s direction and supervision, students will report to the whole school excerpts of
world news. We encourage sixth grade students to imagine themselves as news reporters, guide them to practice their
presentation and speech skills, and prepare them to develop their leadership skills though this process. The news
excerpfts students choose will be documented in our files. If you ever have any questions, please feel free to contact
me.

We value our Morning Meeting time with students. It has received lots of recognition from visitors and experts all over
the country. We, as a whole Yinghua Community, would like to invite you to give us your suggestions and feedback on
our daily curriculum. If you have any thoughts, please kindly email me af luyi@yinghuaacademy.org and | will be very
happy to further discuss with you.

Dazzling Dave: National Yo-Yo Master
Andy Henderson, Physical Education Teacher
andy@yinghuaacademy.org

On Tuesday, December 8th Dazzling Dave, one of 12 Yo-Yo Masters in the world will be
coming to Yinghua! He will perform a Science of Spin program where Dave will teach
students the science of how a Yo-Yo works. The week following the program, we will be
selling Dazzling Dave's Yo-Yos and accessories before and after school every day until
Tuesday, December 15th. Proceeds from each Yo-Yo sold will be given to Yinghua. This
will also kick off our Yo-Yo unit in Physical Education class. Prices for Yo-Yo's range from
$7-$15 and can be found, along with other information, on his website

www.dazzlingdave.com.
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Dear Volunteers,
It is our time for giving thanks, and to thank you for giving!

Whether you volunteer each week, or every month, or one time ... your volunteerism is making a difference to the
children of Yinghua. You have cumulatively given 1,180 logged hours -- academic YTD, or committed yourself to a
future project!

Emilie Anderson -- Andrea Backlund -- Louise Bender -- Kristi Berry -- Karen Birkeland -- Jennifer Bleakmore -- Simona
Boler -- Chris Boyd -- Melanie Boyd -- Muree Bright-Larson -- Wayde Brooks -- Sam Buchanan -- Elaine Burns -- Karen
Calcaterra -- Karen Calcaterra Sr. -- Lori Campagnola -- Mel Chaput -- Dan Chen -- MaryAnn Choy -- Deb Comstock -
- Darrell Crosby -- Xuefen Crosby -- Cornelia Dahm -- Jennifer Daul -- Tess Degeest -- Carolyn Disch -- Matthew
Douglas --Sarah Dvorak -- Starr Eggen Lim -- Jack Ehlers -- Christina Erickson -- Jennifer Ernst George -- Linda Fabiano --
Faith Friest -- Wendall Friest --Jeanne Furst -- Angela Goddard -- Jack Goddard -- Susan Green -- lill Griffiths -- Ruth
Hanson -- Amara Hark Weber -- Todd Harmsen -- Le Que Heidkamp -- Becky Hoffman -- Sophie Huang -- Emma Hussey
-- Kari Hussey -- Wynee Igel -- Beth Irish -- Karin Jax -- Scott Jax -- Barry Johnson -- Gloria Johnson -- Daniel Jones White
-- Serena Jones White -- Naphtali Kahl -- Sherry Kempf -- Michael Khan -- Steven Knuteson -- Matt Lacy -- Paul Lamsam
-- Victoria Lappi -- Muree Larson-Bright -- Taoyuan Li -- Luyi Lien -- Wendie Lindberg -- Ann Long -- Kathleen Lowry --
May Lunderley -- Norm Lunderley -- Ana Ly -- Audrey Malone -- Christopher Matek -- Linda Mazar -- Julie McCormick -
- Sarah Miklos -- Vija Miller -- Cheryl Miller -- Cindy Moeller -- Robin Monty -- Coley Murphy -- Naomi Mueller -- Hannah
Murray Kerri Neitzel -- Veronica Nepper -- Signe Nestingen -- Sophy Niev -- Keri Norell -- Sandy Norris -- Stephanie
Olsen -- Doug Parish -- Jean Parish -- Alison Parks -- Fred Parks -- Kristin Pecha -- Joan Philips -- Mary Pletscher --
Angela Preimesberger -- Abigail Pribbenow -- Karen Ravine -- Dawn Ridgway -- Sue Roepke -- Jessica Samuel -- Alan
Sandau -- Greg Schaefer -- Jeanne Scheller -- Jennifer Shadowens -- Elaine Shaper -- Kirt Shaper -- Min Shen -- Deb
Smith -- Erin Spector -- Michele St. Martin -- Carol Stauffer -- Raederle Sterling -- Ruth Straub -- Shane Stubblefeld --
Tracy Stutz -- Kendra Sundeen -- Craig Swenson -- Kristin Swenson -- Sky Sykemm -- Juli Thompson -- Susan Trombley --
Janine Trutna -- Ken Tsao -- Joan Tujetsch -- MichelleVan Keulen -- Ka Vang -- Dave Waldoch -- Michelle Waldoch --
Tara Walters -- Emily Weber -- Mary Whalen -- Hui Wilcox -- Mary Woodley -- Andrea Wrobell --Lucy Yang -- Joe Yang
-- Robin Yang -- Dana Yao -- Ann Yin -- Bob Zalaznik

There are also many unlogged hours by volunteers whose work is not yet available for tracking, e.g., board
committee work. Please let us know who you are!

Thank you ...

As volunteers, you have supported: daily recess, library set up and start up, Book Fair, Nourishment Committee,
Vision and Hearing Screening, Art Adventure, Class Field Trips, Mad Science activities, Story-Time, curriculum and
admin support, building repairs and maintenance, Classroom Coordinator Program, Grandparents Day,
landscaping, resource room support, YACA board activities, Yinghua Board activities, marketing, fundraising, web-
development, bottle-cap and label program, and other enrichment activities.

Why do we frack volunteer hours2 These volunteer hours have an added financial and viability bonus for Yinghua
Academy during the grant application process. So please do let us know your hours!

Congratulations to all, and thank you.
Alison Parks,
Volunteer Coordinator and Mom to Isabella Parks, 2nd Grade

If you would like to volunteer, then please contact Alison at volunteer@yinghuaacademy.org. There is an
opportunity waiting.
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Winter Enrichment Catalogue is Out!
Marsha Andrews, Enrichment and Extended Care Director
marsha@yinghuaacademy.org

Please remember to sign your children out in the office area. The forms are located on the table

outside the office.
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The new winter enrichment catalogue goes home with students today. The deadline for registration is
December 10. We are offering a total of 24 courses with 11 new and exciting classes including
Schoolhouse Chess, Eye on the Cameraq, Soccer, Sports Sampler, and Latin American Crafts to mention
a few. Get your registration in early! | am sure some of these classes will fill up quickly.

As always, extra Yinghua Extended Care or Enrichment forms are available on our website.
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The Book Fair was a Fantastic Success!
Kristin Swenson, Book Fair Organizer
volunteer@yinghuaacademy.org

Thank you to all the parents and volunteers who helped make this Fall's
Book Fair a success! Together, we raised $5307.00 for Yinghua's library
and Guided Reading programs!

The Book Fair in Numbers:
Total product earned: $5307
Usborne Books: $1250
Scholastic Books: $3402
Better Chinese Products: $655
Total Volunteers: 27

Thank you to all volunteer and parents who worked together to make
this happen! We will be having another book fair this spring and would
love your help! Please email volunteer@yinghuaacademy.org if you are
interested in being a part of this fun fundraiser!

Yinghua in the
News!

Word about Yinghua Academy is
spreading!! Recent newspaper
articles, blogs and TV coverage in
the US and China have covered
Yinghua Academy.

Links to official press coverage of
Yinghua Academy can be found
on our school website:
http://yinghuaacademy.org/news/
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This November is especially exciting as | look forward to the your % :i / \
future of Yinghua over the next two trimesters and the next few SChOOI e
years. Building relationships is a theme | am seeing in our future. A ; ﬂ
We will hopefully have a Director of Student, Family and A dayB(Zniff;F;zZ‘?stghool, dm 7 me g— & A
Community Relationships on board very soon. We have started
our work on the grant supporting and building the middle — == ey
schogl, which will entail lots of ’rechnology,. and new ' . | Wonderment Natural TOYS .
experiences for our students. We are forming new relationships |
with professors at the University of Minnesota to continue | Clnd Credﬁve PCISﬁmeS — .
supporting our curriculum development, and thanks to our ever . [
committed parent volunteers, the library will be opening soon!! | Glﬂ Your School qu .
Another exciting relationship we are about to begin, is one with | = On Thursday, November 191 —you I
a sister-school in China. Luyi Lien and | will be fravelling to I can designate Yinghua as the I
China for about one week in the beginning of December. " recipient of a donation from .
DL‘Jring that time we Wi.|| be vi'si’ring several elemer‘ﬂory gnd | Wonderment equal to 15% of your I
middle schools. fo begin forgmg a Io.ng—’rerm relationship fc?r our total purchase. A donation check will
students. The sister-school relationship is part of the new middle |
) o . . be sent to our school after the event. |
school program, which will give kids a chance to .
communicate by email, Skype and other forms of technology | Wonderment has two locations: |
both socially and academically. Our long term hope is that our " 949 Grand Ave, St Paul — 651-291-5099 .
students will then travel to the sister school for one week during | 4306 Upton Ave S, Mpls— 612-929-2707 |
eighth grade and have a school experience themselves in - .
China. There is a lot of work to do in building a strong | I
partnership in China, but we are ready and excited to get . To learn more, go fo .
started. We will keep you posted with our progress. I_ . _www.wondermenishop.com
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